The Messenger
First Congregational Christian
UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST

October 2021

4310 Courthouse Road; Chesterfield, VA 23832
(804)276-5338
www.1stucc.net
facebook.com/1stUCC/

I love the change of seasons, especially the arrival of fall. I enjoy the crisp new
air, the smoke billowing from chimneys, and the exciting sense of anticipation—
although I’m not quite sure what I’m anticipating, perhaps just a new season of
life. For me, this new season brings the caring for my aging parents, Solomon
beginning kindergarten, vibrant ministry and communities of faith, and settling into
our Virginia home. It’s a new season.
Churches go through seasons as well. I continue to hear that First Church has
gone through many different seasons, some vibrant and some incredibly
challenging. Every season shapes us, affecting who we are today.
Now we’re facing a new season together. We don’t know what this new season
will hold. We can only put our trust in God and be grateful for Her love at this
particular time in our lives. I can’t help but think of these words from the Trappist
monk Thomas Merton:
“To be grateful is to recognize the Love of God in everything God has given us—
and God has given us everything. Every breath we draw is a gift of God’s love,
every moment of existence is a grace, for it brings with it immense graces from
God. Gratitude therefore takes nothing for granted, is never unresponsive, is
constantly awakening to new wonder and to praise of the goodness of God. For
the grateful person knows that God is good, not by hearsay but by experience.
And that is what makes all the difference.”
I cannot tell you how grateful I am to be on this journey during this new season in
my life, your life, and our life together. My prayer is that we’ll stay open to how
God is loving us throughout this newness of time. We’re all on a unique path with
God, and now our paths have converged at First Church. Perhaps that is a great
way to understand church: the place where our journeys with God intersect, one
season at a time.
Blessings,
Joe
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OCTOBER WORSHIP CALENDAR
Sundays at 11:00 AM
October 3 – 19th Sunday after Pentecost
World Communion Sunday
Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering
The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Genesis 2:18-24; Psalm 8; Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16

October 10 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost
Job 23:1-9,16-17; Psalm 22:1-15; Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31

October 17 – 21st Sunday after Pentecost
Joel 2:21-27; Psalm 126; 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Matthew 6:25-33

October 24 – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Job 38:1-7, (34-41); Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c; Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45

October 31 – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Ruth 1:1-18; Psalm 146; Hebrews 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34

Adult Faith Formation
We are continuing to discuss the book Christians Against Christianity by Obery M. Hendricks Jr.
The Saturday morning Zoom class time proved problematic; we are now planning on meeting at
9:30 AM on Sunday mornings – in person – before worship. The option to join us via Zoom at that
time will still be available. The Zoom link for this class is
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87261031016?pwd=aHhVQlUwQVBWandYRUY0YWdtVVFiZz09
Meeting ID: 872 6103 1016
Passcode: 056451
Hope to see you there!

Meditation
& Prayer
Wednesdays at 7
All are welcome! Meetings in October will be
via Zoom, every Wednesday except Oct 6.
That week the meeting will be Tuesday Oct 5
instead. Contact Denise Alexander-Helm to
be added to the list for the Zoom link.
zndrD62@gmail.com

Thanks to all who have been turning out for
our monthly Black Lives Matter protests
along Courthouse Road in front of the
church. The next one is scheduled for
Friday, Oct 22nd from 5:00 – 6:00 PM.
Wear a mask, bring a sign, and join us!
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October Birthdays
10/03 Marianne Hinton
Hal Wainwright
10/05 Crystal Medlin
10/07 Joy Hoyle
10/16 Jim Decknick
10/19 Kathy Krueger
10/20 Dave Clancy
10/21 Nadeem Ahmed

October Anniversaries

New
Member
Sunday
We will be receiving new members into
the church on Sunday, November 7th. If
you have been visiting with us and have an
interest in joining, please speak with
Pastor Joe.

10/09 Lorie & Sanjay Rajput
10/10 Gary & Denise Alexander Helm

Along with all of “Metro
Richmond
at
Prayer,”
during October let’s pray
for public, non-profit, and
religious social service
work and ministries in
Metropolitan Richmond.

RISC
Updates
Thanks to the 18 individuals who attended our
RISC House Meetings in September. We
shared information about work of this vital
Justice Ministry Network and stories about our
experiences with affordable housing, gun
violence, and climate change/pollution issues.
Special thanks to the 14 who have committed
thus far to be Network Members for the
upcoming year. We will have a special
commissioning of our Justice Network
Members during the worship service on
Sunday, October 24th.
Further updates and plans will be shared at
the RISC Community Problems Assembly
on Nov 9th at 7 PM. Our Network Members
have pledged to attend this important
gathering, but everyone in the congregation is
invited. Zoom info will be sent out when
available.

2021
Stewardship
Campaign

Stewardship Sunday will be November 14.
This is the time each year when we pledge
our investment of time, talent and treasure as
we imagine all the good things we can
accomplish, rooted in love as a community of
faith. Stay tuned for more details.

Food Pantry
Now that we are back to inperson worship, we are also
collecting nonperishables again
for our local CCHASM food distribution center.
There is a collection box in the Narthex. This
month, consider this list of “10 things Food
Banks need but won’t ask for:” Spices,
feminine products, chocolate, toiletries,
canned meats and jerky, crackers and
tortillas, baby toiletries, soup packets, socks,
and canned fruit other than pineapple.

Women’s Fellowship will meet Saturday
Oct. 23 via Zoom at 10 AM (not 11, as
discussed at our last meeting).
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Be sure
to VOTE!
Vote early,
if possible!

CROP
HUNGER
WALK
SUNDAY, NOV 7

Voting has started! Voting options this year
include early in-person at the Registrar’s and
at satellite locations, absentee ballots that can
be returned by mail or dropped off at the
Registrar, satellite voting locations, or at the
polls on Nov 2, and in-person voting at the
polls on Nov 2. There are even weekend
voting options, including one Sunday this
year, on October 24th !

The CROP Hunger Walk is the only national
challenge event that provides permanent
solutions to hunger in the US and globally. It’s a
unique opportunity to act locally and globally at
the same time. Please join team 1stUCC and walk
with us to fight hunger around the block here and
around the world. Sign up today!

Virginia will elect a Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Attorney General, and every
member of the House of Delegates this year.
Make sure to educate yourself on the
positions these candidates take on voting
rights, fair employment and housing
opportunities, equal treatment of minorities
and those of other sexual orientations,
environmental protection, and other issues of
social justice. Some localities have additional
local races or referenda on the ballot as well.

This year we will have an in-person walk at the
Shalom Farms Northside Farm, 1313 Westwood
Avenue, Richmond. Pre-walk rally/registration is
at 1:30 PM and step off is at 2 PM.
There is also the option, like last year, to
participate as a “virtual” walker. Walk on your
own or with a small group from your faith
community, neighborhood or business while
social distancing - you choose the route, and the
distance. You can even walk at home on your
treadmill. You can do this any time during the
week starting Nov 7th.

Each locality has its own times and locations
for early/satellite voting established; all of this
information can be found on the websites of
the respective Registrar’s Offices.
Chesterfield County:
https://www.chesterfield.gov/699/Absentee-Voting
City of Richmond:
https://www.rva.gov/elections/voting-polls
Henrico County:
https://henrico.us/registrar/absentee_voting/

Powhatan County:
http://www.powhatanva.gov/310/Voter-Registrar

Other important dates to remember:
Tue Oct 12: Last day to register to vote or
update an existing registration
Friday, Oct 22: Last day to apply for a vote by
mail absentee ballot

Funds raised through CROP Hunger Walks support
the international relief and development work of
Church World Service. Additionally, 25% of the
money raised in the Richmond CROP Hunger Walk
will support the efforts of Shalom Farms and the
Peter Paul Development Center to help eradicate
hunger in our community.
You can sign up to walk online at the link below.
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/fir
st-congregational-christian-ucc
Donations can also be made online at this link, to
any of our walkers or to the team as a whole. If
you must donate by check, make it out to
CWS/CROP and give it to Gail Christie. Please
support this important annual all-church mission
project, by walking or supporting our walkers!
Contact Gail if you have questions.
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The Central Atlantic Conference (CAC) of the
United Church of Christ (UCC) will be holding
their 57th Annual Meeting Oct 12-16 in
Harrisonburg VA. Everyone in the Central
Atlantic Conference is invited to join and
together "Remember, Renew, and Rejoice!"
Workshops will be taking place from Tuesday,
October 12 - Thursday October 14 virtually - in
the evenings - and the plenary sessions
(where the business is done and resolutions
are voted on) will take place in a hybrid format
(both virtual and in-person options) in the
evening of Friday Oct 15 and on Saturday,
October 16.
Our congregation is entitled to two voting
members at this meeting, in addition to the
pastor. The church will cover the cost of
registration
for
our
designated
representatives, although others are also
welcome to attend.
Attendance is most
important for the plenary sessions on Friday
Oct 15 and Saturday Oct 16; the workshops
earlier in the week would be for those
interested in a particular topic or topics to
bring back to the congregation.
The complete schedule of gatherings and
workshops can be found on the registration
page, at
https://cauccreg.brtapp.com/57thAnnualMeeting
If you are interested in representing FirstUCC
as a voting member at the Annual Meeting,
please contact Jeff Beatman or Pastor Joe.
This is a great opportunity to connect with the
wider church!

The subdivision within the Central Atlantic
Conference to which First UCC belongs is the
Potomac
Association,
which
includes
churches in parts of Maryland and Virginia as
well as Washington DC. In addition to the
Conference meeting in October, the Potomac
Association is also meeting this month. The
Fall Meeting of the Potomac Association will
be held virtually on Zoom on Saturday,
October 30th starting at 9 am (meet and greet
begins at 8:30 am). Focusing on "Living Into
our Covenant", this gathering will weave
business and worship together for an uplifting
time of connection, learning, decision making,
and praise. The Rev. Aubra Love will preach,
and there will be space and time to talk about
how the pandemic has affected local
churches. They will also share some new
Association-wide programs to help local
churches deepen our relationships and thrive
together. There is no cost to register and no
travel time since this meeting will be held in a
virtual format. We hope to see you there!
To register go to
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/potomacassociation-fall-meeting-2021-tickets167014558039?keep_tld=1
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HOLIDAY BAZAAR
Saturday, Nov 13
9 AM – 2 PM

The Holiday Bazaar is back! Be sure to join us for this annual event (masked, this year),
which is our major fundraiser for Missions projects. Vendors are still needed - if you
know of a crafter you would like to invite please contact Gail Christie for registration
materials or have them email the church. A poster that you can distribute to advertise
this event is attached at the end of this newsletter.
Volunteers are needed for a variety of tasks:









Publicity
Recruiting more vendors
Set-up (Thurs., Nov 11)
Clean-up (Sat afternoon)
Staffing the bake sale
Staffing the “Olde Curiosity” table
Staffing the craft table
Staffing the raffle table

Look for a sign-up sheet in the Narthex in mid-October.
Members and friends of the church are urged to look through their homes to see if they
have gift-quality items that can be sold at the Women’s Fellowship “Olde Curiosity”
table at the bazaar. We plan to have a separate craft table again this year; those who
do any kind of craft are encouraged to make items to donate as well. These items can
be brought to church any Sunday before the event. Bake sale items should be brought
the morning of the Bazaar.
Finally, be sure to invite your friends to come and shop! There is also an event page on
Facebook that can be shared through social media.
https://www.facebook.com/events/556682018918736/

NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING

OCTOBER 3, 2021
The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will receive on October 3, supports the UCC’s
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. In 2021, the Neighbors in
Need “Unfailing Love” offering is focused on supporting organizations and projects that are
serving homeless and immigrant neighbors or communities. Two-thirds of the offering is used by
the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national justice
initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects. Through ucc.org/justice, our national
Justice and Witness Ministries office offers resources, news updates, and action alerts on a
broad spectrum of justice issues. Working with members of the UCC Justice and
Peace Action Network (a network of thousands of UCC justice and peace advocates), Justice and
Witness continues its strong policy advocacy work on issues such as the federal budget, voting
rights, immigration, health care, hate crimes, civil liberties, and environmental justice.
Neighbors in Need also supports our American Indian neighbors in the UCC.
One-third of the offering supports the UCC’s Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM).
Historically, forebears of the UCC established churches and worked with Lakota, Dakota, Nakota,
Mandan, Hidatsa, Arickara, and Hocak in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern
Nebraska. Today there are 20 UCC congregations on reservations and one urban, multi-tribal
UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota. These churches and their pastors are supported
by CAIM. CAIM is also an invaluable resource for more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of
other tribes and nations who are members of other UCC congregations in the U.S.

Neighbors in Need helps make Unfailing Love possible.
For this to occur, it needs your support.
Please give generously

